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BOOK REVIEWS

dits sont ensuite analyses, decrits et commences, analyse suivie de la description de
I' emploi que fit Chaucer de ces textes.
L'incroduction offre un petit aperc;:u de la vie et de la carriere de Machaut,
ainsi que de son reuvre, puis quelques notes sur sa contribution a la litterature
franc;:aise. Les appendices contiennent, le premier, une etude sur la partie musicale
du Remede de fortune, accompagnee de sa transcription moderne, et le second, une
recherche sur !es miniatures du manuscrit C de ce meme Remede, suivie de leur
reproduction en noir et blanc.
Les medievistes doivent etre reconnaisants aMM. Wimsatt et Kibler du travail
fourni pour cette edition.
Josette Britte-Ashford
Brigham Young University
Suzanne Noffke, O.P., trans., The Letters ofSt. Catherine ofSiena, Vol. 1, Medieval and Renaissance Texts and Studies, 1988.
In a series of publications from 1914 to 1948, Robert Fawtier repeatedly stunned
scholars devoted to the study of St. Catherine of Siena by publishing a number of
her previously unedited letters and by attacking "myths" concerning her life and
work. Italian scholars, who rejected many of Fawtier's conclusions, responded to
his challenge by intensifying their research efforts. Thus was born a new age in
Catherinian studies, of which the present volume represents a culmination of sorts.
Stimulated by Fawtier, the Instituto Storico Italiano peril Medio Evo invited
the Catherinian scholar Eugenio Dupre Theseider in 1928 to undertake the first
thorough and complete edition of her letters. Although he published much about
Catherine, Dupre Theseider completed only the first volume of the letters, which
appeared in 1940 and contained eighty-eight letters dating from about 1372 to 1376.
After Dupre Theseider's death, in 1975, Antonio Volpato undertook the completion of the project at the invitation of the Instituto. The present work is closely
tied to this tradition and represents in many ways a presentation in English of the
work of Dupre Theseider and Volpato.
St. Catherine of Siena ranks as one of the most important figures of the
fourteenth century for several reasons. Her deep spirituality- she was a stigmatic inspired her contemporaries and has served as a reservoir of spiritual inspiration
for over six hundred years. She is a valuable source concerning the war between
Florence and the papacy. But most importantly, she is credited with convincing
Gregory XI to return the papacy to Rome from Avignon. Some argue that she also .
bears a share of the responsibility for the Great Schism, which followed. As her
other writing consist only of The Dialogue and The Prayers, both spiritual works,
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Catherine's letters are the best source of historical information about her and her
role in events.
The present edition, by Suzanne Noffke, the first of four volumes devoted to
editing and translating Catherine's letters into English, is very welcome because of
the accessibility it provides to Catherine as a person and to her role in history. The
edition affords the reader considerable assistance: two maps, an introduction, a
chronology of Catherine's life, historical and textual notes, an appendix that describes each manuscript, and one that shows the distribution of the letters in the
manuscripts. Each of the eighty-eight letters has its own short but useful introduction. When complete, the four volumes will comprise all 382 extant letters. The
letters are published in their entirety, although they irretrievably lost some of their
content in early transcriptions. The translations are written in clear and readable
English; no Latin texts are provided. The introduction provides a good background
for reading the letters, although the reader would prefer more coverage of the role
of Catherine in the return of the papacy from Avignon and what blame she might
have for causing the Great Schism. Also, the introduction tantalizes the reader by
taking up the subject of Catherine as a woman only to drop it in the short space of
two paragraphs. But these are minor problems. Noffke's work in this edition is
thorough and competent. She has studied Catherine for many years and has translated The Dialogue (1980) and The Prayers (1983) . We look forward to the completion of the translations of the letters.
Francis X. Hartigan
University of Nevada-Reno
David Nicholas, The Van Arteveldes of Ghent: The Varieties of Vendetta and the
Hero in History, Cornell University Press, 1988.

In less than three years David Nicholas has produced three major works on
fourteenth-century Ghent. In The Domestic Life of a Medieval City: Women,
Children and Family in Fourteenth-Century Ghent (Lincoln: University of
Nebraska Press, 1985), Nicholas discusses the town's social history. In The Metamorphosis of a Medieval City: Ghent in the Age of the Arteveldes, I302-I390 (Lincoln:
University of Nebraska Press, 1987), he tackles its economic history. Now in The Van
Arteveldes ofGhent: The Varieties of Vendetta and the Hero in History, Nicholas has
turned his thoughts to the political history of this very important Flemish town.
Of the two earlier works Nicholas' s economic history received the fewer criticisms; his social history has some detractors, although to be fair it is criticized less
for its evidence and more for its lack of conventional social-history approach. Although The Van Arteveldes of Ghent is not as provocative as Nicholas's economic
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